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GUILFORD CAMPUS
Lower School

● A Child’s Garden Crocus (Preschool) talked about different holidays of light, including
Hannakuh, Kwanzaa, and Diwali. They enjoyed reading stories about the holidays and
learning about some of their special traditions. They enjoyed eating latkes that their Iris
friends made!

● A Child’s Garden Iris (Pre-K) learned about different ways people celebrate holidays. They
read the book “Herschel and the Hanukkah Goblins”, which tells the story of a man who
outsmarts a group of goblins to save Hanukkah. They also read “Light the Lights: A Story
about Celebrating Hanukkah and Christmas”. The class made latkes to eat with applesauce
and played their annual dreidel game.

● Sunflower (Pre-K and TK) talked about simple gifts: the gift of sharing, the gift of caring for
others, the gift of friendship, the gift of nature, the gift of sharing, and the gift of acceptance.
They read books and had class discussions about these gifts.

● Sunrise (Kindergarten) focused on holidays around the world. They started by exploring their
own traditions in their families and then traveled around the world to explore other holidays
and traditions that people share. They had the opportunity to try stollen bread after learning
about Christmas traditions in Germany and enjoyed the colorful decoration of the poinsettia
flower the whole month of December. They learned more about the Islamic holidays Eid al
adha and Eid al fitr from a classmate’s mom who visited the class.

● Sunrise students visited the residents at Friends Homes and caroled through the hallways,
sharing holiday favorites like “Jingle Bells” and classroom favorites like “Peace Like a River”
and “This Little Light of Mine”.

● In a classroom Meeting for Worship, Rainbow (grades 1-2) read “Jackie's Gift”, which is based
on a true story of Jackie Robinson giving a family a Christmas tree without knowing they are
Jewish. What could have been an awkward moment becomes a lesson in tolerance and
friendship. A classmate’s parent and grandparent visited the class and shared about
Hanukkah and taught everyone how to play dreidel.



● Horizon (grades 3-4) had book displays in all three of their classrooms that included stories
and information books about a variety of different winter holiday celebrations. For a class
Meeting for Worship, they read aloud a story called “Elijah's Angel” that connected with both
Christmas and Hanukkah traditions. During class Meeting for Worship and Morning Meetings,
they sang a variety of diverse winter holiday songs about Christmas, Hanukkah, festivals of
light, and winter. Their class gift exchange is intentionally "Simple Gifts" rather than Secret
Santa, and students did a wonderful job of taking their classmates' personal likes and
interests into account to create homemade gifts for each other with thought and care. At the
Guilford Campus Scholastic book fair, the class received several books for their class "wish
list" to add additional diversity and representation to the class library.

● Galaxy (grades 5-6) continued discussions of Native American Heritage Month through
December and shared and discussed articles about Indigenous climate activists and
contemporary issues facing Native American communities. On the last day before break,
Galaxy students participated in a simple gifts exchange.

PAGE-FREDERIKSEN CAMPUS
Middle and Upper School

● As part of their service learning time, Middle School (grades 7-8) students made holiday cards
for residents at Friends Home. They put a lot of thought, time, and effort into their designs and
messages.

● Middle School students participated in Simple Gifts before leaving for winter break.
● English students in grades 10 and 12 are reading and analyzing “The Adventures of

Huckleberry Finn” with a focus on the changing identity of America within the historical context
of both the antebellum south and the reconstruction. Recently introduced to the emergence of
literary realism in the late 19th century, students will analyze the characteristics of the
movement at work within the novel to uncover the need for such a literary perspective during
this important and difficult time in our history and to make connections to crucial modern
attempts to confront racism and celebrate identity such as the Black Lives Matter Movement.



S�A�F ����LO���N�

● Head of Lower School Carolyn Howes and Head of Middle and Upper School Tanisha Jones
attended the North Carolina Association of Independent Schools (NCAIS) Academic
Leadership Conference, which focused on building discussions skills and a culture of
conversation in our schools. Carolyn and Tanisha came away with several ideas to implement
here at NGFS.

Sta� ����d �o� Wh��’s �o C���

In January we will have our
special Whole School Meeting
for Worship in honor of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr’s legacy.
This year’s theme is Music is
the Message. Classrooms will
be reading about and
discussing Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr’s life.

Our staff affinity groups will
continue their explorations of
race and culture in January.

The Rainbow class (grades 1-2)
is beginning their Quilt unit,
which will include a history of
the Underground Railroad.


