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Whole School Meeting for Worship

The whole school gathered via Zoom to honor the life and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr through

story, silence, sharing, and song. Head of Lower School Carolyn Howes read the book A Sweet Smell

of Roses by Angela Johnson. School Counselor Jennifer Milton shared a pre-recorded song. During the

silence, students shared their ideas on these queries:

In the book the sisters are walking their way toward freedom. They take in Dr. King's message of

peace, love, nonviolence, and change. What do Dr. King's messages mean to us? How can we as a

community continue to work towards freedom, peace, love, nonviolence, and change?

Student messages in the silence included:

● Don’t judge people by what they look like.

● Don’t judge a person by how their skin color is.

● Treat others with lots of respect.

● Everybody deserves respect.

● Treat others the way you want to be treated.

● Martin Luther King Jr. always wanted us to be equal and to be good and happy.

● Everyone is equal.

● If there is something wrong, you should talk about it, not use violence.

● Everyone deserves freedom.

● “Darkness can not drive out darkness, only light can do that.” - Martin Luther King Jr. quote
shared by Upper School students
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● Crocus (Preschool) students celebrated
MLK Day by reading the story Martin's Big
Words: The Life of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. by
Doreen Rappaport.

● Iris (Pre-K) students  watched and
discussed a Scholastic magazine about
Dr Martin Luther King, Jr. They talked
about his hopes and dreams and about
fairness and equality. Students each took
a turn mixing colors to match their skin
tone so that each one could be
represented on the classroom “Friends”
art project.

● Sunflower (TK) students read Counting on
Katherine about Katherine Johnson, the
NASA mathematician. The reading
sparked a talk and further reading about
segregation and the legacy of Martin
Luther King, Jr.

● Sunrise (K) students learned about Martin
Luther King Jr. and Rosa Parks.

● Rainbow (grades 1-2) spent a week doing
activities related to the book Martin’s Big
Words.

● Horizon (grades 3-4) students continue to
learn about countries of the world. Guest
speakers shared about Ghana, Uruguay,
and Madagascar. Horizoners were given
a glass bead and a small square of batik
fabric from Ghana. The class ‘traveled’ on
to Tunisia with another guest speaker,
Horizon student Graham T.’s aunt Anne.
She was kind enough to provide each
student with their name written in Arabic.
To connect with their Countries of the
World unit, the class is holding
multicultural-themed Book Clubs in
Reading.

● Galaxy (grades 5-6) students have been
listening to the read-aloud selection
Esperanza Rising, a historical fiction book
that takes place in Mexico and California
and includes issues of discrimination
against foreigners and workers rights.

● In mid-January, MS students completed
the culminating activity for their World
Religion Unit Projects by creating
research packets and writing a
comparative essay of the religions they
chose.

● MS students have been working
consistently on activities which ask them
to reflect on their personal values and
beliefs. They read several essays from
NPR’s This I Believe series on philosophy
and belief in conjunction with the values
activity. Students then embarked on a
path of drafting, refining, and creating
their own This I Believe essays. The
essays detail a core belief that they
currently hold, as well as examples of why
the belief is important at this time in their
lives. This work led to their unit on a
Speculative/Utopian/Dystopian Fiction
unit with the main reading of Ray
Bradbury’s Fahrenheit 451. Their reading
also included short stories by N.K.
Jemisin and others.

● Sophomore and junior English students
moved into their focus on poetry in
response to an historical cultural
background that includes the strict
adherence to rationalism during the Age
of Reason, advancements in textiles,
transportation and communication during
the Industrial Revolution, and the radical
social and political changes of the French
Revolution.

● English 9 and 12 students are into their
“Winter Reading” novels. Depending on
their choices and levels, students are
reading The Hate U Give, Slaughterhouse
Five, Pride and Prejudice, Pride: A Remix,
or All American Boys.



While learning about Martin Luther King
Jr., the class held a Meeting for Worship
where they reacted to an interactive
presentation about the 'I Have a Dream'
speech.

● All art classes are being inspired by
Martin Luther King Jr.'s messages of
equality, community, love, kindness,
inclusivity, and belonging. Artists are
working on a whole campus art creation
where each grade level will complete a
different project, learning and using
different techniques, that relates to the
message of “You belong here”. This
project is currently being put together for
display on the outside of the gym to share
these messages with our community and
friends (see previous pictures).

S�A�F ����LO���N�

● This month we continued our staff affinity group work, discussing the topic of identity.
○ How racism affects our lives
○ How we are connected to one another
○ How racism affects the group
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Our teachers are excited to
begin our Black History Month
celebration!

Lunar New Year begins on Feb.
1 and will last for 15 days.
Welcome to the Year of the
Tiger!

Upper School Meeting for
Worship during Black History
month will highlight historical
figures, primarily those who are
not typically spotlighted, instead
of the more famous historical
figures.


